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Image:	GettyImages/Edwin	Tan	I	can’t	tell	you	how	many	times	I’ve	had	to	work	to	upload	data	to	a	new	system	(be	it	a	CMS,	CRM,	HRM	…	you	name	it),	only	to	find	out	the	platform	wouldn’t	accept	the	file	format	I	had	available.	I	might	have	a	spreadsheet	or	JSON	file	with	tons	of	data,	but	the	system	would	only	accept	a	CSV	file.	CSV.	You	know
what	it	is:	Comma-Separated	Value.	It’s	a	flat	file	of	data,	each	entry	separated	by	a	comma.	Now,	some	applications	make	it	possible	to	export	a	file	to	CSV	format.	Even	Google	Docs	allows	for	such	an	action	with	Sheets.	But	not	every	application	can	take	care	of	that	export.	And	you	might	have	a	file	that	was	created	by	another	application	(such	as
an	app	or	service	that	generates	JSON	files)	and	you	need	that	file	converted	to	CSV	format.	SEE:	40+	open	source	and	Linux	terms	you	need	to	know	(TechRepublic	Premium)	What	do	you	do?	Since	we	have	Linux	available	to	us,	you	turn	to	a	simple,	open-source	tool	called	csvkit.	This	handy	app	has	saved	me	a	few	hours	worth	of	work	on	a	number
of	occasions.	What	csvkit	can	do	is	convert	to	and	work	with	CSV.	If	you’ve	ever	done	any	development	work	or	deployed	enough	networked	platforms	(such	as	CMS	tools),	you’ve	most	likely	run	into	a	situation	where	you	needed	to	upload	data	in	CSV	format.	And	all	you	have	is	a	spreadsheet	file.	If	you’re	on	a	desktop,	you	could	always	open	the	file
in	your	office	suite	of	choice	and	do	a	Save	As.	But	what	if	you’re	on	a	headless	server	and	you	need	to	work	quickly?	You	don’t	want	to	have	to	SCP	the	file	to	your	desktop,	load	the	file,	save	it	in	the	requisite	format,	and	then	SCP	the	file	back	to	the	server.	You	want	to	be	efficient.	Hence,	csvkit.	Let’s	get	it	installed	and	see	how	it	works.	What	you’ll
need	I’ll	be	demonstrating	csvkit	on	Ubuntu	Server	21.10.	In	order	to	make	this	work,	you’ll	need	a	Ubuntu-based	distribution	and	a	user	with	sudo	privileges.	Finally,	you’ll	need	a	spreadsheet	file	to	convert.	How	to	install	csvkit	Csvkit	is	available	in	the	standard	repositories,	so	the	installation	is	very	simple.	Log	into	your	Ubuntu	server	(or	desktop),
open	a	terminal	window,	and	issue	the	command:	sudo	apt-get	install	csvkit	-y	That’s	it	for	the	installation.	How	to	convert	an	XLS	file	to	CSV	Let’s	say	you	have	the	file	clients.xlsx	and	you	need	it	converted	to	clients.csv	to	be	then	uploaded	as	a	client	list	in	your	new	CRM	tool.	The	spreadsheet	is	already	laid	out	in	the	exact	format	needed	for	your
CMS,	so	all	you	have	to	do	is	convert	it.	For	such	a	conversion,	you’d	use	the	in2csv	command	(included	with	csvkit)	like	so:	in2csv	clients.xlsx	>	clients.csv	If	you	have	unnamed	columns	or	rows	in	your	source	file,	you	might	see	some	output	from	the	command	warning	that	alphanumeric	values	were	used	in	place	of	the	missing	entries.	The
conversion	should	take	just	a	few	seconds	(depending	on	how	large	the	file	is).	Once	it’s	complete,	you	should	have	a	file	named	clients.csv	in	the	same	folder.	You	can	check	that	file	with:	less	clients.csv	You	should	see	a	perfectly-formatted	CSV	file,	ready	to	be	uploaded	(Figure	A).	Figure	A	Our	CSV	file,	exported	from	xlsx,	using	in2csv.	The	same
holds	true	for	the	conversion	of	a	JSON	file,	which	is	handled	like	so:	in2csv	clients.json	>	clients.csv	If	you	need	to	convert	that	file	from	CSV	to	JSON,	you	can	do	that	with	the	csvjson	command	like	so:	csvjson	clients.csv	>	clients.json	Csvkit	has	a	couple	of	other	handy	tricks	up	its	sleeve.	You	can	list	out	the	column	names	in	a	file	with:	cvscut	-n
clients.csv	Now	that	you	know	the	column	names	from	your	newly	converted	CSV	source,	you	could	convert	only	certain	columns	from	the	clients.csv	file	to	another	CSV	file.	Say	you	have	columns	First	Name	and	Last	Name	and	you	only	want	those	columns	converted	to	the	new	file.	That	would	be	done	with:	csvcut	-c	'First	Name','Last	Name'
clients.csv	>	names.csv	And	that’s	how	we	can	manipulate	XLS,	JSON,	and	CSV	files	with	csvkit.	This	tool	might	not	be	used	very	often,	but	when	you	need	it,	you’ll	be	happy	it’s	around.	Subscribe	to	TechRepublic’s	How	To	Make	Tech	Work	on	YouTube	for	all	the	latest	tech	advice	for	business	pros	from	Jack	Wallen.	By	Leonardo	R.	Grabkowski
Converting	files	has	never	been	easier.	No	longer	is	it	necessary	to	download	or	purchase	special	software	to	complete	file	conversions,	such	as	JPG	to	PDF.	Instead	choose	from	one	of	several	online	file	conversion	tools	that	allow	you	to	convert	your	JPG	to	PDF	format.	The	conversion	process	only	takes	a	minute,	and	you'll	be	able	to	immediately
download	your	PDF	file,	either	on	the	website	or	through	your	email.	Visit	the	Free	JPG	to	PDF	website	(see	Resources	for	link).	Click	on	"Choose	File."	Select	the	JPG	image	you	want	to	convert	to	PDF.	Click	"Convert."	Wait	a	few	moments	for	the	conversion	to	complete.	Choose	"Download	PDF"	on	the	confirmation	screen.	The	PDF	begins
downloading	to	your	hard	drive.	Visit	Neevia's	website	(see	Resources	for	link).	Choose	"PDF"	as	your	output	format.	Click	on	"Choose	File"	and	select	your	JPG	file.	Choose	"Upload	and	Convert."	Click	"Download"	when	the	conversion	finishes.	Visit	Zamzar's	website	(see	Resources	for	link).	Click	"Choose	File"	and	select	your	JPG	file.	Select
"Documents>PDF"	as	your	output	file	type.	Type	your	email	address.	Click	"Convert"	to	convert	your	JPG	to	PDF.	Zamzar	sends	an	email	to	your	inbox	containing	the	download	link.	Zamzar	is	a	good	free	file	converter	that	supports	lots	of	file	formats.	It's	really	easy	to	use	and	lets	you	convert	files	online	without	having	to	download	any	software.	It's
not	the	first	service	or	software	I'd	try,	but	it	works	for	what	it	does.	We	found	it	to	be	slower	than	most	other	online	file	converters,	but	if	you're	disappointed	with	some	other	file	converters	or	really	need	to	complete	your	file	conversion	online,	give	Zamzar	a	try.	Works	on	any	operating	system	since	it	just	requires	a	browser	to	run	(i.e.,	Zamzar
works	with	Windows,	Linux,	Mac)	You	can	upload	a	file	from	your	computer	or	enter	a	URL	to	an	online	file	Converts	between	many	document,	image,	video,	archive,	audio,	and	CAD	formats.	You	can	see	a	full	list	of	file	formats	you	can	use	with	Zamzar	from	their	Conversion	Types	page	Zamzar	converts	TXT	files	to	​MP3	format,	providing	a	high-
quality,	online	text-to-speech	service	Entire	file	conversion	with	Zamzar	is	completed	in	four	steps:	no	download	required	Zamzar	can	be	used	to	convert	files	through	email,	too	(up	to	1	MB	for	free)	Regular,	non-email	conversion	is	free	for	any	file	up	to	50	MB,	but	you	can	upgrade	to	a	payment	plan	if	you	want	to	use	it	with	much	larger	files.
Upgrading	has	other	perks	also,	like	online	storage	of	your	files,	high-speed	downloads,	no	ads,	higher	conversion	priorities,	and	faster	support	time	Zamzar	is	very	easy	to	use.	Just	visit	their	website,	upload	your	original	files,	choose	the	format	you	want	to	convert	them	to,	and	then	hit	​Convert	Now.	Converted	files	can	be	downloaded	immediately	or
you	can	choose	the	option	to	receive	the	links	via	email.	That's	it!	Another,	somewhat	secret	feature	supported	by	Zamzar	is	their	email	attachment	conversions.	With	the	file	attached	(or	multiples	as	long	as	each	is	under	1	MB),	send	the	message	to	the	email	address	that	corresponds	to	the	format	you	want	the	file	to	be	converted	to,	such	as	jpg​
@zamzar.com	to	convert	your	PNG	file	to	JPG.	If	you're	on	a	phone	and	would	like	a	DOCX	file	to	be	in	the	PDF	format,	send	it	to	pdf@zamzar.com.	Zamzar	supports	a	variety	of	file	formats.	Some	notable	problem	formats	that	Zamzar	supports	include	WPD	(Wordperfect	Document),	RA	(RealMedia	Streaming	Media),	FLV,	and	DOCX.	Zamzar	makes
working	with	these	and	many	other	formats	as	easy	as	a	few	mouse	clicks.	Zamzar	is	a	decent	choice	if	you	need	an	image	converter	or	document	converter,	but	the	50	MB	file	size	limit	makes	it	nearly	impossible	to	use	as	a	video	converter	or	sometimes	even	as	an	audio	converter.	As	the	files	get	larger	and	larger,	it	takes	longer	and	longer	to
upload,	convert,	and	then	download	again.	Plus,	most	lengthy	videos	surpass	50	MB.	This	online	file	converter	is	only	useful	for	very	light	conversions	since	it	maxes	out	at	two	conversions	per	day.	You	can	use	the	service	every	single	day	for	free,	but	only	two	files	can	be	converted	within	every	24-hour	period,	which	is	a	huge	restriction	for	anyone
wanting	to	use	this	as	a	repeat	service.	It	should	also	be	noted	that	Zamzar	has	an	optional,	tiered	premium	service—Basic,	Pro,	and	Business—with	increasing	maximum	file	sizes,	online	storage	space,	the	speed	of	conversion,	and	so	on.	We	only	tested	the	free	service,	so	some	of	our	experiences	with	Zamzar	may	or	may	not	have	improved	if	we	had
used	one	of	the	premium	tiers.	Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Get	the	Latest	Tech	News	Delivered	Every	Day	Subscribe	Tell	us	why!
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